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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND EDUCATION 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

GALVESTON BAY COUNCIL 

Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, April 1, 2021 

10:00PM – 12:00PM 
Via Microsoft Teams 

 
Subcommittee Chair: Vacant 
 
Subcommittee Vice Chair: Vacant 
 
GBEP Representative:  Cynthia Clevenger  
 
Attendees: T’Noya Thompson, NAAEE; Kendall Guidroz H-GAC; Cindy Wilems, Galveston Bay 
Foundation (GBF); Charlotte Cisneros, GBF; Kendall Guidroz, H-GAC; Joanie Steinhaus, Turtle 
Island Restoration Network (TIRN); Alicia Mein-Johnson, Citizen’s Environmental Coalition CEC; 
Marsha Towns, Student Conservation Association; Amanda Hackney, Black Cat GIS; Sasha 
Francis, GBF; Alexis Baldera, Audubon Texas; Erin Kinney, Houston Advanced Research Center; 
Kacy Ray, American Bird Conservancy (ABC); Kelly Martin, ABC; Kristin Vale, ABC; Della Barbato, 
Native Prairies Association of Texas; Rose Esteves, City of Houston Parks and Recreation 
Department; Kimber De Salvo Anderson TIRN; Lisa Rickards, EPA; Amanda Brown, Children’s 
Environmental Literacy Foundation (CELF); Lindsey Lippert, GBEP; Patricia Thompson, GBEP: 
Kristen McGovern, GBEP; Lisa Marshall; GBEP; Christian Rines, GBEP; Cynthia Clevenger, GBEP  
 
Presentation  
 
PP members were introduced to the Houston-Galveston Area Council’s Regional Equity Tool by 
Pramod Sambidi. This tool is an interactive mapping application that identifies the distribution 
of H-GAC region’s vulnerable, low to moderate income populations, and historic settlements. 
Members discussed this tool, how to use it, and ways to incorporate it into planning, project 
implementation, research, as well as outreach and education efforts.  
 
Members also walked through the Environmental Protection Agency’s EJSCREEN: Environmental 
Justice Screening and Mapping Tool. From the EPA website: EJSCREEN users choose a 
geographic area; the tool then provides demographic and environmental information for that 
area. All of the EJSCREEN indicators are publicly-available data. EJSCREEN simply provides a 
way to display this information and includes a method for combining environmental and 
demographic indicators into EJ indexes. 
 
Open discussion: A year into COVID:   
 
Members discussed how outreach and education efforts were changed and, in many ways, 
enhanced to address the challenges during the pandemic. Many organizations provided 
successful virtual events, and some groups even saw the same level of participation as in the 
previous year. 
 
Members also engaged in discussion around: 

https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen/what-ejscreen
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• What is the status of environmental education and outreach initiatives and programs, 
formal and informal?  

• Success, challenges, lessons learned in providing EE programs and activities in a virtual 
capacity.  

• What is the future for EE in the coming academic calendar year?  
 
 
Roundtable announcements/happenings: 
 

• Safe outdoor wetland walkabout at Exploration Green on February 13 from 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. There will be interactive information booths. Contact Sasha Francis with GBF for 
more information.  

• Della Barbato Announced a workday at the Deer Park prairie every 4th Saturday of the 
month.  

 
 


